
Town of Milton

July 22, 2020

Regular Board Meeting
Held on Zoom as a Teleconferencing Meeting
7: 30opm

Meeting called to order by Supervisor Zlotnick at 7: 30pm

Pledge of Allegiance by Councilman Blaisdell

Present: Supervisor Zlotnick

Councilman Blaisdell

Councilwoman Kerr

Councilman Frolish

Councilman Isachsen

Town Attorney Craig
Town Clerk Howe

Motion to accept the June 10, 2020 Town Board meeting minutes as presented made by
Councilman Isachsen;   2nd by Councilman Blaisdell;   Councilman Blaisdell- yes;

Councilwoman Kerr- yes; Councilman Frolish- yes; Councilman Isachsen- yes; Supervisor-

Zlotnick- yes; motion carried

Motion to accept the June 24, 2020 Town Board meeting minutes as presented made by

Councilman Frolish;    2nd by Councilwoman Kerr;    Councilman Blaisdell- yes;

Councilwoman Kerr- yes; Councilman Frolish- yes; Councilman Isachsen- yes; Supervisor-

Zlotnick- yes; motion carried

Supervisor Zlotnick- We are a little ahead of schedule. Need a motion to open the public

hearing public hearing for the Rate hearing and review of the rates charged by and

physical condition of Heritage Springs Sewer Works, Inc. within the Town of Milton.

Clerk Howe - I' ve got to go grab the public hearing notice.

Supervisor Zlotnick - We can' t open the public hearing until 7: 35pm so we are going to
jump ahead on the agenda. Letter on the Extension of the State of Emergency for the
Town of Milton.

Motion made by Councilman Blaisdell to accept the extension of the State of Emergency

for the Town of Milton to be signed July 14,  2020;  2nd by Councilwoman Kerr;
Councilman Blaisdell- yes; Councilwoman Kerr- yes; Councilman Frolish- yes; Councilman

Isachsen- yes; Supervisor- Zlotnick- yes; motion carried
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Letter of resignation of Eric Culver

Motion to approve the resignation of Eric Culver from the Town of Milton Highway

Department effective July 23, 2020 made by Councilman Frolish; 2nd by Councilman
Blaisdell;  Councilman Blaisdell-yes;  Councilwoman Kerr- yes;  Councilman Frolish-yes;
Councilman Isachsen- yes; Supervisor- Zlotnick- yes; motion carried

Councilman Frolish - This is a good example of the industry now. Eric is moving on to a
higher paying position.

Clerk Howe- Read the public hearing notice.

Councilman Isachsen - Before we open the public hearing I want to let everyone know
that I am a customer of Heritage Springs Water Works, not sewer but water. With that

being said I think I can render a fair opinion.

Supervisor Zlotnick- Does anyone from Heritage like to speak?

Joseph Walsh for Heritage Springs with Walsh & Walsh of Saratoga Springs - Handed out a

statement to be included in the record. In addition we asked Mr. Claflin for an updated

report 2010- 2019 which is ready tonight; also asked Mr. Robinson for an updated report.

It has been in the works but is not yet ready. Anticipate within the next week or 2.

Mention of the multi- year litigation) Annual reports have been filed with the Town as

required. Nothing has really changed since the original 2011 report. The rates must the
agreed upon by the Town and comptroller. They must be reasonable and adequate to fund

the company. The Claflin reports shows that the fess are not adequate to fund the

company. We are listening and taking notes. We are not answering any questions at this
time. We will respond in writing with any documentation, when asked. With respect to
this review- the resolution passed by the previous administration specifically references
the $ 2, 000 hook up fee. That fee is part of the rate structure and needs to be fair and

adequate. It is set to help the company recoup initial capital investment. If one fee is
adjusted, the other will also need to be adjusted.

7: 51pm- Opened to the public

Supervisor Zlotnick - The time to speak has been extended to 5 minutes with only 1

person per family allowed to speak. People will have 10 days to submit something in
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writing to the Town Board.

Attorney John Privitera - Council for the Boghosian' s. Have a presentation but was not
aware of the 5 minute rule. When the state has a rate hearing the speakers are sworn in
and there is no time limit. Next is Mr. Kuchis, CPA speaking on the report from Heritage
Springs Sewer Works, Inc.

Mr. Kuchis, CPA- Handed a report and then summarized.

Mr. Tom Boghosian - Middle Line Road - Binders with information have been handed out.

This information has already been given to the Board. It is very hard to present to the
board within 5 minutes. It is 30 years of information.  Installation is a fee and HSSW has

no infrastructure in the Town of Milton.  An associate of HSSW has done the

infrastructure. Developers are required to put the infrastructure in the ground and then
give to HSSW.  ( Went over what was in the binder).  Sewer is overseen by the
Transportation Authority. HSSW doesn' t build anything. The developers build it and give

to HSSW. HSSW has not investment in the ground.

Attorney Privitera - Town Board can fix the issues with HSSW customers paying double

rates. Section 120 of the Transportation Law the Board can make HSSW a public company
and require the Saratoga County Sewer District to take ownership. This is only what is fair
and reasonable. Don' t need the Robinson report. There is a court order that requires

HSSW to be maintained in good working order and ready for public ownership.  The

depreciation value is $ 0 of HSSW because they have no investment in the ground. HSSW is
mixed in with other companies and it' s hard to set a fair and reasonable rate structure.

Transactions aren' t arms- length. The Transportation law allows the public ownership.

The Saratoga County Sewer District has always expected to have ownership. It' s in the

public' s best interest for this to be public ownership under the County sewer district.

Mr. Bruce Boghosian - Hand out. The Town needs to start at 0 and set a new rate. ( read

his report) Lastly, HSSW states $ 1, 114, 000 in investments as assets worth. On 2010 tax

return stated assets worth of $1, 250. Are HSSW misrepresented the facts to the Town or

the IRS?

Carrie Jackson - MacArthur Drive - This Town is no longer of a small population who

know each other. My self and neighbors are being taken advantage of. We need the Town
Board to fix this. To Mr. Walsh - You have had months, so why aren' t the reports ready?

They should have been presented. If it is really as difficult to run this company, then turn
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it over to the County. If they have the money to send you to represent them, they do have
money. I am talking for all my neighbors.

Attorney Walsh - Rebuttal - The Boghosian' s, it should be remembered, that they sued the
Town as a result of the 2011 Resolution. They settled the case. All the issues presented

have been argues over and over in this case. HSSW and the principals were part of the
case. The Boghosian' s agreed to the Stipulation of Settlement. They are raising arguments

that were raised 10 years ago.

Tom Boghosian - Rebuttal - This chart is in the binder under Exhibit G. ( Explained the

chart with how Mitchell- HSSW- and associated companies are related). This has all been

put on the backs of the residents of the Town of Milton.

John Olenick- Van Tassell Lane - Mr. Boghosian is correct. I have seen things that bother

me. Boghosian' s are well researched. They don' t lie. HSSW is no longer to the benefit to

the Town of Milton. It is time to hand it over to the Saratoga County Sewer District. That is

the right thing to do for the people of the Town of Milton.

ZOOM:

Bridget Herbst - Acland Blvd - I have made comments about agree with less government

involvement, but it seems that this is an instance where government needs to be involved.
HSSW charges over $ 200 to the county line and the County would only charge $ 50 to the

county line. I have researched HSSW, Adirondack and EDP. It appears that the entities are

transferring money to hide real money from the Town of Milton. I am asking the Board for

a report on why they allow HSSW to charge quadruple what the county district would
charge.

Supervisor Zlotnick - This Board has been given a large amount of information to review.
We will want to take the time to review. We can then have another public hearing, if
necessary.

Councilman Frolish - I am not in favor of closing the public hearing. We have emails
coming in and possible mail. These people haven' t had a change to ask questions.

Supervisor Zlotnick- I think Heritage Springs Sewer Works would come back

Councilman Frolish - I read a little of what was given today. I was disappointed that it
came the day of the hearing. The chart on Capital cost and fees collected- taking it as a fact
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of $ 1, 114,000 in the ground. They have been paid back for the capital cost. The 2012
agreement says 7% but it doesn' t say from 1980. I don' t think there was ever an intention
to turn over to Saratoga County Sewer District. We appreciate all the information but its'
pretty simple math. Think it' s time we pointed this towards the county district.  Would

like to see a rundown of who has paid hookup fees as well as a list of customers. You state
1, 700 customers but is Kayadeross Village Apartments 1 or 700 customers? The county
can do the same service at a cheaper rate because they are spread out over a large area
and have a larger crew.

BOGO Attorney - Point of Order - Please give the public 2 weeks after the last report
comes in. That gives the taxpayers a chance to read and respond.

Supervisor Zlotnick- Will the report be in by the end of July?

Mr. McNamara- We have been told within the next couple weeks. Supervisor Zlotnick - We

want to see the report by August 12, 2020.

Attorney Craig- Before you can set another public hearing the Town' s engineer and

comptroller need to have time to review the information provided.

Mr. McNamara- We realize this will take time and waive any time line.

Councilman Frolish - The report received today isn' t the final report?

Mr. McNamara- We are waiting on Mr. Robinson' s updated report on the physical
conditions.

Mr.  Bruce Boghosian - The engineer looking at the reports but the law doesn' t say

anything about the comptroller to review. The engineer is to hire an accountant to review
not the Town Comptroller. I am asking the board to ask Heritage Springs Sewer Works
attorney if Heritage Springs Sewer Works, Inc has the investments or is it an associated

company?

Casey Spencer - 417 Antler Court - I have lived in Milton for 8 years. I' ve heard different

stories against Heritage Springs Sewer Works but I' m really against the water company

and the cost per 1, 000 gallons of water.

9: 10pm- Closed public hearing
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Supervisor Zlotnick - Once everyone has a chance to review all the information, we will

then schedule another public hearing.

Supervisor Zlotnick- There is a letter from resident requesting speed reduction on White
Road ( read). This matter will have to go to Saratoga County or NYS.

Monthly Reports:
Animal Control - read

Building Department- read

Comptroller Budget vs. Actual Report, Cash Balances & Detail Transaction Report - none

Highway Department- none
Historian - read

Town Clerk/ Registrar -

read Town Justice - read

Town Tax Collector

none Youth

Bureau - none

Liaison Reports:

Councilman Blaisdell: Buildings & Grounds

Councilman Frolish: Highway Department

Councilman Isachsen: Building Department and Town

Court Councilwoman Kerr: Planning/ Zoning Boards

Old Business - none

New Business -

Supervisor Zlotnick- Resolution # 42 - Allowing Basketball Camp in the Town Park

Motion made by Councilwoman too allow the basketball to hold a camp in the Town Park;

2nd Councilman Isachsen;

Discussion:

Councilman Frolish - Ryan looked at the area around there. Are the courts usable? What

about the bathrooms?
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Supervisor Zlotnick- The campers bring own basketballs and water bottles. One camp
ends before another starts.

Councilman Blaisdell- yes;  Councilwoman Kerr- yes; Councilman Frolish- yes;  Councilman

Isachsen- yes; Supervisor- Zlotnick- yes; motion carried

Public Comment opened at 9: 24pm:

Tony Licata- Ichabod Lane - What is the status on the Town Hall Mold?

Councilman Frolish - Contracted with MJ Engineering to study. The initial environmental

report should be done next week. Looking into space needs. The next step would be

looking into bonding and bids.

Shannon Doherty - Rock City Road - I foiled regarding expenditures and have a question
about an expenditure of $ 5, 000,  on 3/ 27/ 2020,  invoice  # 01152020? What was this

expenditure for? Is the Town Board planning on leaving this building by September 1 do
the seniors can come back? Are the agenda' s going start going up before the day before

the meeting?

Supervisor Zlotnick- We are meeting with the seniors in the next couple weeks; yes to the
agenda.

Frank Rossi Jr- Saratoga Avenue- What is the status of the Sales Tax revenue?

Supervisor Zlotnick - The Town is up about $ 2, 077 over this time last year. Payment for

July was a little higher.

Mr. Rossi- What is the normal monthly amount?

Supervisor Zlotnick - The amount varies from month to month, usually. There isn' t a

normal or average amount. This isn' t a Q & A. If you want to stop in I will get this
information together.

Motion to adjourn made by Councilman Isachsen; 2nd by Councilman Blaisdell; Councilman
Blaisdell- yes; Councilwoman Kerr- yes; Councilman Frolish- yes; Councilman Isachsen- yes;

Supervisor- Zlotnick- yes; motion carried


